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Academic Mission

The academic mission of the Harrisburg High School is to afford students the
opportunity to become independent decision-makers. To reach this expectation,
students will become creative problem-solvers, informed and responsible citizens,
quality communicators, curious observers, 21st century prepared consumer, and
appreciative participants of fine arts and wellness.

Course Description

The High School Band program offers many different ensembles and performing
opportunities. Band members are required to participate in the concert or
symphonic band, small ensembles, and pep band. Students also have the
opportunity to participate in field marching, jazz band, several area honor bands,
and other small ensembles. Band students are also encouraged to audition for the
SD All-State ensembles and participate in the Region II solo/small ensemble contest.
Individual instruction is available to all band members and is strongly encouraged,
although not required.

Course Objectives

e To teach music through performance

e To develop an appreciation for the unique aesthetic experience created by
music

e To provide group experiences leading to the development of Esprit de Corps,
work ethic, and self-discipline

e To promote and foster good citizenship and virtues of ethical and moral
behavior

Course Philosophy

Performance is the primary means of learning in the band program. Through
performance, a student achieves musical independence through the development of
technical ability, listening skills, ensemble skills, and theoretical knowledge.
Participation in the concert band is the primary vehicle for this musical
development. Marching band, jazz band, pep band, ensembles, and solos enrich the
overall musical experience for the students. In such a program, students are exposed
to a wide variety of the finest in musical literature, and therefore learn to appreciate
the value of music.

Along with developing musicianship, students gain an understanding of their
musical heritage and develop their creative abilities. Each activity in the band



program contributes to a well-rounded musical education and helps students
experience the joy and satisfaction of music making.

Participation in band encourages the development of many 21st century skills to
include collaboration, analysis, resiliency, adaptability, and global awareness. In
addition, current research studies have found the study of music to have positive
effects on mental performance and critical thinking skills.

The band program, which has the students as its central focus, promotes learning
through the art of music making and the development of musical understanding,
will most fully provide all the benefits such a program can offer.

Ensembles
Symphonic Band

The Symphonic Band is the premier wind ensemble at Harrisburg High School.
Auditions for this ensemble are held in the spring and are open to all incoming 9-12
band students. Symphonic Band students rehearse and perform a wide repertoire of
music, including many standard pieces of wind band literature, as well as several
contemporary selections for wind ensemble.

The Symphonic Band performs at the Fall, Winter, and Spring concert each year, as
well as performing at the region large group contest each spring.

Concert Band

The high school concert band meets first period each school day. Band students
rehearse and perform a wide repertoire of music, including many standard pieces of
concert band literature, as well as several contemporary selections for wind
ensemble.

The high school band performs a winter and spring concert each year, as well as
performing at the region large group contest each spring.

Jazz Ensemble I

The HHS Jazz Ensemble [ is the premier jazz ensemble at Harrisburg High School.
Auditions for this ensemble are held in the fall and are open to students in grades 9-
12. The ensemble is comprised of standard big band instrumentation (2 Alto
Saxophones, 2 Tenor Saxophones, 1 Baritone Saxophone, 4 Trombones, 4 Trumpets,
Piano, Bass, Guitar, & Drums).



The group rehearses on Tuesday and Thursday mornings during 0 hour, and
performs a vast repertoire of literature - to include jazz standards, big band swing,
latin, & rock/funk charts.

The HHS Jazz Ensemble I performs at regional jazz festivals, as well as the Spring
Jazz Concert.

Jazz Ensemble II

The HHS Jazz Ensemble II is open to students in grades 9-12 and is comprised of
standard big band instrumentation (2 Alto Saxophones, 2 Tenor Saxophones, 1
Baritone Saxophone, 4 Trombones, 4 Trumpets, Piano, Bass, Guitar, & Drums),
although this instrumentation is only used as a template. All students interested in
participating in the Jazz Il ensemble are welcome!

The group rehearses on Monday and Wednesday mornings during 0 hour, and
performs a vast repertoire of literature - to include jazz standards, big band swing,
latin, & rock/funk charts.

The HHS Jazz Ensemble II performs at regional jazz festivals, as well as the Spring
Jazz Concert.

Marching Band

Students also have the opportunity to participate in the HHS field marching
program, although it is not required. The field marching band is an exciting high-
profile competitive group that performs a corps-style show at all home football
games and several regional competitions.

Camps begin in late July and vary by section. After the conclusion of camps in early
August, rehearsals are held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:00 — 8:30 PM.

Pep Band
From “The HHS Fight Song” to “Crazy Train” and “Hey Baby”, this group, comprised

of all band students in grades 9-12, energizes the home crowd at many fall and
winter athletic events, as well as the occasional state event!



Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated based on the following:
60% - Participation

This portion of the grade involves being prepared for class: having all
necessary materials, practicing music outside of class (other classes call this
homework!), following the expectations outlined below.

20% - Playing Assessment

Throughout the year students will be asked to perform various playing
assessments: i.e. - scales, passages from music in rehearsal, lessons, etc.

20% - Performance Attendance

This class is based on the principle of teaching music through performance.
[t is imperative that students attend performances.

Any absence from a performance must be communicated to the director at
least 7 days prior to the performance. Failure to do so will result in an
unexcused absence.

In the event a student is excused from a performance, an alternate
performance will be required to receive credit. Any unexcused absence from
a performance will result in a reduction of the student’s performance grade.

Absence due to unforeseen circumstances (i.e. serious illness, family
emergency, etc.) will not result in a grade reduction. An alternate
performance may be required.

Expectations

**ALL HARRISBURG HIGH SCHOOL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ARE IN EFFECT
FOR BAND ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

Be prepared for rehearsal and performances

Arrive early enough to be in place, with all necessary equipment and
materials, BEFORE the scheduled starting time.

Ensure your equipment is in proper working order - replacing reeds, oiling

valves, etc., should be done before the start of a rehearsal or performance.

Make sure you have your instrument, music, pencil, and other items (mutes,
etc.) necessary for rehearsal
Never be an obstacle to the success of others. Individual practice should take

place outside of rehearsal - rehearsal time is limited and should be used for
ensemble rehearsal.



Be actively and intently involved in the rehearsal.

Our rehearsal time is limited and all band members are expected to give their
best effort during rehearsal in the pursuit of excellence in performance.

Bring a positive attitude

Disrespect towards directors and students will undermine the success of the
ensemble.

Negative comments quickly become self-fulfilling prophecies - Remember,
whether you think you can or you can’t.... You are probably correct.

Offer encouragement to your peers, instead of criticism.

Uniforms

Marching Uniform

The school district will provide uniform jackets, trousers, hats, uniform bag,
and hat box for student use. Students are held personally and financially
responsible for the uniform components issued to them. The cost of repairing
any damage to the uniforms resulting from misuse or neglect will be the
responsibility of the student. Full replacement cost of a uniform exceeds
$500 - Please treat the uniforms with care!

Students will be responsible for purchasing black marching shoes, black
socks, and white gloves to complete the marching uniform. The shoes and
gloves can be ordered through the school. An order form will be available
online shortly after the start of the marching season.

Uniforms are to be transported in a uniform bag. Shoes must not be placed in
the bag with the uniform.

Please ensure your uniform fits properly! Trousers should be long enough to
brush the tops of shoes - they should not “puddle” around the feet or be too
short (“high-water”).

When performing in uniform, hair must be up and off of the collar.

Color Guard uniforms are to be worn in the prescribed manner. Members of
the Color Guard are also required to provide appropriate footwear. Make-up,
jewelry, and hairstyle are as much a part of the uniform as the uniform itself.
Guidelines regarding these items will be established at the start of the
marching season.



¢ Uniforms will be turned in the week following the final performance of the
season. Students are responsible for turning in all school-issued components
of the uniform, along with payment to cover the cost of having the uniform
dry-cleaned.

e Please remember that when you are in uniform, you are no longer just an
individual, but a representative of our band, school, and community.

Concert Uniform

Concerts are an opportunity for students to showcase their talents, and therefore it
is imperative that students are dressed appropriately. In order to facilitate a proper
appearance all band students in grades 9-12 will wear concert black for all concert
performances. This creates a professional appearance fitting of the level at which we
strive to perform.

Concert Black consists of:

= Black button down long-sleeve shirt or dress (no t-shirts),
= Black dress pants or skirt (no jeans),

= Black socks

= Black shoes

Chair Placement

Students will be placed in chairs for concert ensembles based on the results of the
chair placement audition. No preference will be given to chair assignment based on
grade level.

Individual Lessons

All band students are highly encouraged to sign up for individual lessons. Lessons
can be arranged with HHS Staff (at no cost - limited availability) or privately (at your
own cost) with one of many instrument specialists throughout the community.
These lessons offer a one-on-one instructional experience that is not possible in a
full-rehearsal setting. Weekly lessons focus on building musical skills and technical
facility.



etter Points

While the core requirements of band are part of the curriculum, some of the
additional opportunities presented to students are considered extra-curricular.

Students have the opportunity to letter in band, jazz ensemble, and marching band.
Points tally sheets can be found in the appendix of the band handbook. Tracking
letter points are the responsibility of the student.

Letters received in band, jazz ensemble, and marching band will count towards the
total number of letters for a Gold Letter Award, but will only be considered as one
activity.

Communication

The Harrisburg High School band program uses the following platforms to dispense
information:

Remind.com - Remind is used to send pertinent information via SMS message. ALL
STUDENTS are required to subscribe to the ensembles they are a part of. Parent are
strongly encouraged to subscribe as well. You can subscribe to the ensembles by
texting the following codes to 81010:

- Concert Band: @hhsband?2

- Symphonic Band: @hhsband3

- Jazz Ensemble I: @hhsjazz3

- Jazz Ensemble II: @hhsjazz4

- Marching Band: @hhsmarching2

Canvas - Canvas is the Learning Management System used at the high school.
Students can find course information, including current grades, for the various
ensembles, as well as information regarding honor bands, clinics, and scholarship
opportunities.

Harrisburgband.org - The band website is the hub for schedules, upcoming events,
and the band handbook.

Facebook - The band Facebook page is used to share photos of recent
performances, rehearsals, etc.



Schedules

Schedules will be available on Canvas no later than the first week of each semester.
These schedules are subject to change - any changes to the schedule will be posted
on the band website.

Instrument Rental

The Harrisburg School District does have some instruments available for students to
rent. Instrument rental is generally limited to the larger instruments (tuba,
euphonium, etc.) and are available on a first come, first served basis. Please see the
director if you are interested in renting an instrument from the school district.

Financial Assistance

Any student or family having difficulty meeting the financial obligations to
participate due to economic hardship may submit a request to the office for
assistance. Harrisburg High School will make every effort to aid all who wish to
participate in any activity, the opportunity to do that without financial hardship.
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BAND HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

Please sign the form below and return to the band director. Failure to sign and
return the form does not relieve the student from the responsibility of complying
with the rules and policies referenced in the HHS Band Handbook.

[ hereby acknowledge that [ have been provided with a copy of the HHS Band
Handbook and have read and understand the handbook and the related policies.

Student Name:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Signature of Student Date

Signature of Parent/Guardian Date



Harrisburg

Band Varsity Letter Requirements

To earn a band varsity letter, a student must meet the basic requirements,
and earn 100 points. This form must be turned in by March 31 to qualify for
a varsity letter (it is the student’s responsibility to keep track of points
throughout the year and turn in an application).

Basic Requirements
- Perform in a concert ensemble for the full school year
- Participate in ALL required rehearsals and performances
- Maintain a 2.0 GPA and have no F’s in any given class
- Zero discipline issues that result in either ISS or OSS during the semester

Points Section
You need 100 points to earn a letter. Points reset each year.

Years in band 10/yr
Audition for All-State Band 30
Audition for All-State Orchestra 30
Selected for All-State Band 50
Selected for All-State Orchestra 50
Perform a solo at region contest 30
Perform in an ensemble at region contest 20
Selected for an honor band 20/event
Perfect attendance for pep band 20
Participation in private lessons for a full year 50
Section Leader 20
Work with any 5-8 band student (with documentation) 20
TOTAL POINTS




Harrisburg

Jazz Ensemble Letter Requirements

To earn a jazz ensemble varsity letter, a student must meet the basic
requirements, and earn 100 points. This form must be turned in by March
31 to qualify for a varsity letter (it is the student’s responsibility to keep track
of points throughout the year and turn in an application).

Basic Requirements
- Perform in a jazz ensemble for the full season
- Participate in ALL required rehearsals and performances
- Maintain a 2.0 GPA and have no F’s in any given class
- Zero discipline issues that result in either ISS or OSS during the semester

Points Section
You need 100 points to earn a letter. Points reset each year.

Years in jazz ensemble 10/yr
Audition for All-State Jazz Band 30
Selected for All-State Jazz Band 50
Solo at a jazz ensemble performance 30
Earn recognition at a jazz festival 30
Selected for a jazz honor band 20/event
Perfect attendance at rehearsals (10-point deduction per absence) 30
TOTAL POINTS




Harrisburg

Marching Band Varsity Letter Requirements

To earn a marching band varsity letter, a student must meet the basic
requirements, and earn 100 points. This form must be turned in by October
31 to qualify for a varsity letter (it is the student’s responsibility to keep track
of points throughout the season and turn in an application).

Basic Requirements
- Perform in the marching ensemble for a full season (1 semester)
- Participate in ALL performances
- Maintain a 2.0 GPA and have no F’s in any given class
- Zero discipline issues that result in either ISS or OSS during the semester

Points Section
You need 100 points to earn a letter. Points reset each year.

Years in marching band 10/yr
Perfect attendance at drill camp 20
Perfect attendance at rehearsals (10-point deduction for each 30
absence)

Perfect attendance at all performances (FB games/Competitions) 10
Memorize all show music by first home football game 20
Drum Major 50
Section Leader 30
Soloist 30

TOTAL POINTS




